
 
 

If it Quacks it’s A Duck 
 

            Raynard Sanders, Ed.D. 
                 The New Orleans Imperative 
 
Architects and promoters of the state’s inequitable poor performing school system 
ask for a commitment for equity, transparency and academic excellence from 
Orleans Parish School Board candidates. 
 
On Wednesday August 15, 2012 the Times Picayune published an article, New Orleans 
reform group focuses on Orleans Parish School Board, on a civic group’s efforts to hold 
candidates for Orleans Parish School Board (OPSB) foot to the fire in the upcoming 
election.  This looked like a great endeavor, a civic group trying to insure that we have 
the right leadership to create a quality school district for all children.  However a closer 
look at the organizations comprising this group raises questions about the group’s 
motives and intent. 
 
The civic group Forward New Orleans for Public Schools states that, "It is our 
expectation that the state eventually will return the Recovery School District (RSD) 
schools to the OPSB under terms that support the continued improvement of public 
schools."  The group believes that the Orleans Parish School Board has a "significant 
opportunity to support the progress of every child in a public school”. The group 
identifies six initiatives that range from school quality to fiscal responsibility. In 
describing its initiatives Fast Forward for Public Schools talks about fairness and equity 
and accountability. 
 
Promoting a quality public education system is a needed and important effort by all 
citizens.  On the surface this effort by appears to be a noble and civic effort, but given 
this group’s stated motives one has to ask several other questions.  Why we have never 
heard from Fast Forward New Orleans for Public Schools before on the problems that 
parents and students are facing daily with the RSD? RSD controls most of the public 
schools in New Orleans; their problems have been publicized in local and national media 
for years post Hurricane Katrina. These issues are well known; academic performance 
from its charter and non-charter schools, denial of admission and non-delivery of services 



to special needs children, poor upkeep of the unused school buildings across the city, 
failure to comply with the federal mandate of offering school choice to parents with 
students in failing schools. One would also think that such a group would be outrage that 
RSD has five and six year old students riding ride form three to four hours to and from 
school because they can’t attend their neighborhood school.  It would also be logical for 
this group to demand that RSD immediately address the serious fiscal mismanagement 
issues raised in numerous Louisiana Legislative Auditor reports. Why has Fast Forward 
New Orleans for Public Schools not approached the Bureau for Elementary and 
Secondary Education Board (BESE), they are the governing body for the RSD?   
 
In reviewing the brochure for this group, I noticed that they want candidates to support 
continued improvement of schools under RSD that may eventually be returned to OPSB.  
Why would anyone ask the OPSB which has the state’s highest ratings in several areas  
(including LEAP test and graduation rates going regular students and special needs 
students) to continue the academic improvements under from a school district (RSD) 
which is the second worst performing school district in the state?  If anything Fast 
Forward New Orleans for Public Education should be asking OPSB to help the failed 
RSD. 
 
Additionally why didn’t Fast Forward for Public Schools ask candidates in the recent 
BESE elections the same questions they are raising to candidates for the upcoming OPSB 
elections? It would appear to me that Fast Forward New Orleans for Public Schools 
should have been in the forefront raising the same issues with BESE candidates.  Why 
does this group have concerns about equity, fairness and accountability in the operation 
of Orleans Parish School Board and is silent about the operation of RSD? Why do they 
have selective advocacy? 
 
Fast Forward New Orleans for Public Schools is comprised of a number of civic and 
business organizations.  The reality is that Fast Forward New Orleans for Public Schools 
is comprised of several members who claim to promote public education but their history 
and actions tell a different story. These groups are; Educate Now led by Leslie Jacobs 
architect and proud supporter of the RSD, New Schools New Orleans an organization that 
promotes privatization of public schools and has amassed millions of dollars from the 
philanthropic community and federal government to promote RSD, Cowen Institute for 
Public Education Initiatives a promoter of privatization which has largely support all the 
reforms in New Orleans and Stand for Children Louisiana the state branch of an national 
organization that supports the privatization of public education in America.  These 
organizations are individually and in part responsible for the poorly performing 
inequitable school system commonly known has RSD.  Additionally they support a 
unaccountable system that disengages parents and the community in the public education 
process.  Meanwhile they have cultivated a group of local and national charter school 
operators (who are making millions of dollars) to run our schools like private entities 
without any regard for best practices, student’s needs, parents and the communities they 
serve.   
 
Public education is the most important public service we provide for our community.  



Being concern about the quality of the individuals serving on our school board is of the 
utmost importance.  But given the recent epic failures of public education in New Orleans 
we should be cautious about any group whose members have proudly created and 
promoted the failed public school system that thousands of our children and parents 
struggle with daily. In moving forward we need to look hard and long at groups and 
individuals that wear the clothes of a quality public education system soldier.  Fast 
Forward New Orleans for Public Schools clearly has members who are intent on not only 
privatizing public education but also expanding the failed RSD system.  These groups 
want to develop a public education system that disenfranchises selected student 
populations and communities from the public education process.    
 
Everyone that says that they are for quality education for all children is not necessary 
telling the truth……….Quack. 
 
 
 
Dr. Raynard Sanders is an education consultant and host of The New Orleans 
Imperative, a weekly radio show that focuses on public education. For more info please 
visit www.theneworleansimperative.org 
 
 
 
 
	  


